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111. Joint Meeting cslled by Dr. Touis C. Kossuth, Arizons State
Health Commissioner

1. The meeting was called to discuss the operationsl problems
of the Sait River Indisn Community disposal sites. It was attended
by concerned local, State and Federal agenciles as well as tribe
representatives (attendance 1ist attached).
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2, At the meeting the following points were made:

(a) The Cities of Scottsdale and Mesa recognize the problems
&+ the landfill sites and feel they must work closely with the Tribe
in order to have a better operation. It should be noted that the
cities and Indian Community have already discussed the situstion.

Both the county and State were also invited to attend future meetings.

(b) Scottsdale realizes rhat its 204 demomstration grant
monies are dependent on the successful operation of the Salt River
Indian Community disposal site.

(¢) The Indian Community indicated they are going to lease
or rent additional equipment immediately in order to help close out
the old site and run the new site in a more efficient manner.

(d) EPA4 was asked il technical assistance and training was
availsble for the Community. 1 indicated we will provide technical
assistance.

(e) It was agreed that for the short rum the most crucisal
problems are to close out the old site and get additional equipment,
expertise and better management for the new site operation.

(£} 1t should be stiressed that all parties concerned expressed
s willingness to work together to solve the disposal sites problems.
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Charies T. Bourmns, Chief, 5te DATE: November 1, 1972

EPA, Region IX

Carl C, Kohmert Jr., Physicsl Science Specialist

Trip Report - Salt River Indian Community and joint rederai, State,
anc Local Government Meeting regarding Operation of Salt River
Dispasal Sites, Phoenix, AZ 10-30-72

In response to a request from the Salt River Indian Community, Carl
Kohnert of EPA met with Paul Smith, President of Salt River Tribasl
Council, Jim Trant, Planner for the Salt River Community, and Vern
Bergman, Chief of Environmental dealch Services, Indian Health Services,
to discuss the problems of the Community landfill operation. During

the day, the group inspected the two landiill sites at the Salt River
Community, discussed the problems and needs of the landfill opevation,
an¢ met with the State Health Commissioner, local health departiments and
communities in & joint meeting to discuss the Szlit River disposal site
problems. ‘

The following comments represent the highlights of the site visit and
joint meeting as well as my recommendations for improving the Salt
River landfill operation.

I. (0ld Landfill Site

1. This site has been recently closed due to several problems, i,e.
proximity of the site to the Gila River, comstant burning problems,
County and State complaints, etc.

2., The site needs tc be closed permanently in an environmentally
acceprable manner. Currently the site lacks final cover material, is
cluttered with old car bodies and 50-gallon drums, lacks adequate
fencing to eliminate illegal dumping, has a large pile of old cans and
botties which scavengers go through on a regular basis and is developing
vector problems, i.e. flies, mosquitoes, rodents.

3. The following recommendations should be implemented immediately:

(a) cover the entire site with & minimum of two feet of compacted
cover materiai--this will end fire problems, eliminate scavenging and

improve the aesthetics of the area.
(b) Remove, crush and dispose of the 30 and 50 gailon drums which

have been left at the site. These drums are dangerous because oi the
materials they contained; solvents, industrial coatings, chemicals and
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because of the breeding areas they are now providing for vectors.
These problems are an immediate concern for the Sait River Indian
Community.

{c) Contract with somecne to remove the old car =snd truck
bodies at the site. These vehicles are dangerous for children, represent
& blight on the area, and tend to &attract other abandoned venicles.

(d) Eliminate access to the site. This can be accomplished with
stronger fences end a locked gate. Pecple will continue to dump in an
arez which looks dumpy; 1if the Indian Community will close the site
properly illegal dumping will be greatly reduced.

I1, New Landfill Site

i. The new site is located approximately 1 mile northeast of the
old site, out ¢f the main Gilas River flood plain., It is in an old
gravel quarry operation snd appears to have considerable capacity fox
refuse disposal. The new site receives approximately 500 tons of
refuse deily with the first packer trucks arriving at 5A.M, and continuiung
until 10P.M. It is estimated that there are about 100 packer trucikloads
daily. The site is operated by 6 men with two work shifts, There are
currently &4 pieces of equipment at the site, a crawler dezer, compactor,
scraper and water truck. During my visit the compactor was not operating.
In addition & dozer was lost in the last big fire and has not been
replaced to date. The site appears to accept all wastes which are
brought to the gate. Atpresent the site operates everyday except
Sunday, however there is pressure to keep the site open everyday.
There are no scales at the site, charges are based on volume.

2. The following problems were noted at the site:

(a) There is an obvious equipment shortage at the site, the one
dozer and scraper canmot begin to keep up with the refuse being brought
in.

(b) Compaction needs to be improved in order to make the operation
more efficient,

{¢) Kazardous wastes and/or difficult to handle wastes should be
charged more and there is a need for a specific operating plan to dispose
of them.

(d) Wet sewage sludges and cesspool dumpings should not be disposed
of at the working face. If they are accepted at all, there should be
special handling procedures developed for their proper disposal.

(e) It appears there is a need for better operation and management
of the site. The community should have a rate schedule which allows for
an efficient and environmentally safe operation, adequate equipment and
a reasonable profit for the Community.

(£) Training is necessary for the site operators to aid them in
becoming self sufficient and to help them overcome some of the problems
they have experienced at the site, i.e. fires, illegal dumping, lack
of proper compaction, etg
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5. F. Fernsworth, M.D.

Assistent County Manager for Health Services
Maricopa County Heelth Department

1825 East Roosevelt -
Phoenix, Arizona 85006

Dear Doctor Farnsworih:

During the past several rmonths we have become increasingly concerned with the

senitetion and alir poliution problems emenating from the lendfill operation on

the Salt River Reservaticn. It is my uncerstanding that a new site has recenil

been put into operation but that uroPer covering procedures are still not being

enploved. I um concerned that unless the nev lendfill site, as well as the clder
-, Ong, are properly operated, we wilil continue 1o have the same problems thet have
Deen experienced with the older size.

I am committed to the proposition thet the refuse of 2ll of Arizone's cities and
towns cen be disposed of without violating sanitstion or air pollution lews or
regulations particularly where there is an adegquate volume of refuse o support

an approvable landflill operation. I sincerely telieve that the problemxs that have
been encountered in the disposal of refuse from the cities of Scottsdale end Mese
can be prompily resolved to the satisfaction of &ll interested agencies by a round-
table discussion of the problems each of the sgencies faces.

I trust that the Maricopa County Health Department sheres my concern, endorses
\ my commitment end is willipz to cocperete in resolving the matier. You are invitegd
to atiend & mep*xng to be held October 30, 1972 at 2:00 P.M,. in the east wing
conference room of the Maricopa Counvy Heelth Department. Representatives of ell
Federal, State and local govermments having en interest in this metier, es well as
of the Salt River Tribal Council, are being invited. '

I would eppreciate it if you would complete apd return the enclosed card indicating
voo will be representing your agency. Opportunity will be given for each of the
agercles represented to present its viewpoint. If you have any suggestions con-
cerning the meeting, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Icuis C. Hossuth, M.D., M.P.E.
Commissioner of Healtk
Enclosure 1
: c¢: Mr. Joseph Weinstein, Chie?
Invironmental Services Division
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{he ettachec letlter Vuu sent to the folloving agencies:

Seit River Tribal Council
Mr, Garzet L. Gates
Deptuty Tribel Chairman

Mayor Elcdon W. Cocoley
City of Hesa
cc: Cherles K. Lusser
Publiec Works Director

Meyor Bud Tirms
City of Scottsdale
cc: Marc G. Sirggier
Publiec Works Direcsor

Kr. VYernon Hergman

Chief, Envirommenial Health Services

Indien Health Service frea Office
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Farnsworth K.D.

Assistant Co. lMepager for Health Sves

cc: Joseph Weinstein, Chief

Invircnmentel Services Division

John Artichoker, Jr.
Area Director

Bureau of Indian Affaire, Phx. Area Office

Hawliey Atkinson
Governor's Office
Maricopa Co. Attorney

Att: Douglas Zimmerman

Hon. Gery K. Nelson
The Atiorney General

Ati: Andrev W. Bettwy

Clinton K. Pattze, Ex. Sec.
Commission of Indian Affairs

20/ 30777e

Maricope County Hezlth De

Paul DeFsalco,
Fegicnal Adminisirator
U, 8. E.P.A.
cc: Frank Y. Covingtorn
Air & Water Progrs
Charles Bourns
Solid Waste Sect.

(Y

John J. DeBolski, Sec, ).
Maricopa Co. Ares Governments
cc: Kenneth Driggs ,
Marc Stregier, Chairm
Waste Disposal- Comm.
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. Kossuth
Bruce Scott
John Beck
Di Ck Hann 3
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